262                         HYDERABAD.

was not without anxieties. Whilst a large body
of troops was cantoned in Buhar, waiting the
issue of the negotiations with Nipal, which was
to regulate its movements on the drying up of
the waters, occurrences were passing in the Duk-
hun, at the two friendly courts of the Nizam and
Peshwa, which excited the most lively interest,
and developed, in a manner not to he mistaken,
the real disposition of those powers.

The Nizam's sons 'and relations were allowed
to live freely in Hyderabad; and, after the
manner of Moosulman princes all over the world,
collected about them all the dissolute vagabonds
of the city, by whose agency they prosecuted a
regular system of insult and extortion upon the
rich and quietly disposed part of the community.
The swarms of desperate characters and Putan
bravoes, that habitually infest the streets of Hy-
derabad, had found, in the scions of the reigning
family, apt leaders for all their excesses, whose
influence at the palace screened them from pu-
nishment for the most flagitious crimes; inso-
much that even the ministerial authority was
frequently insulted, and murders openly com-
mitted with impunity. The most profligate and
debauched of the princes were the two youngest
jsons of the Nizam, Shumsham-ood-Doulah and
Moobariz-ood-Doukh, with their cousin and bro-
ther4n-law,Imteeaz-ood-Doulah. These youngmen